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resources, both operational and analytical, 
and locate them in a single facility with the 
Terrorist Threat Integration Center. The 
new Department of Homeland Security will 
be a full partner in this center. The Depart-
ment will act to identify and reduce our 
vulnerabilities to terrorism and coordinate 
with the FBI to ensure the threat informa-
tion is quickly disseminated. All of these ef-
forts will formalize a new spirit of coopera-
tion that began 15 months ago. 

The American people need to know that 
we’re collecting a lot of information and 
we’re going to share it in a way that enables 
us to do our jobs that you expect us to do, 
that we’re going to use the best information 
technologies available to not only make sure 
information flows freely at the Federal level 
but flows from this databank of information 
to local law enforcement officials. It will en-
able us to make sure that we do everything 
we can to win the war on terror at home, 
just like we’re going to do everything we can 
by unleashing one of the greatest militaries—
the greatest military ever assembled abroad. 

We’ve got fabulous men and women in 
uniform who are on the hunt. The finest, 
bravest soldiers ever known to mankind are 
helping us track them down, one by one. And 
if we have to send them into Iraq to make 
sure that that regime is disarmed, we’ll use 
every ounce of our ingenuity and technology 
to protect innocent life of the Iraqi people, 
at the same time, achieve an objective of 
achieving world peace. 

One of the things this country stands for 
is freedom. That’s what we believe. For years 
the freedom of our people were really never 
in doubt because no one ever thought that 
the terrorists or anybody could come and 
hurt America. But that changed. As a matter 
of fact, the more threatened we are here at 
home, the more we love freedom. The more 
there’s a chance that somebody might think 
they can take it away from us, the more stub-
born we are in our demand for freedom uni-
versally. 

As I said in my State of the Union, liberty 
is not America’s gift to the world; it is God’s 
gift to each and every human being. So as 
we pursue peace, we also pursue liberty. We 
care about those who suffer under the hands 
of a dictator in Iraq. We care deeply about 

those who dissent and then are tortured, 
about those who express an opinion other 
than what the dictator thinks and are raped 
and mutilated. The condition of the Iraqi cit-
izen is on our mind and in our hearts. As 
we work to secure the peace, we’ll always 
hold those values of freedom dear to our 
heart. 

There’s no question in my mind that the 
challenges we face will be overcome, because 
our Nation is full of decent and honorable 
and strong people, many of whom are in this 
room. Thank you for caring about your coun-
try. May God bless your work. And may God 
continue to bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. in the 
Bonaparte Auditorium at the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Headquarters. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Charles H. Ramsey, chief of police, 
Washington, DC; Charles A. Moose, chief of po-
lice, Montgomery County, MD; James Pasco, ex-
ecutive director, Fraternal Order of Police; and 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Statement on the National Strategy 
for Combating Terrorism 
February 14, 2003

Today I am pleased to issue the National 
Strategy for Combating Terrorism. This 
strategy outlines the effort our Nation is mak-
ing to win the war against global terror. The 
strategy complements important elements of 
the National Security Strategy, as well as our 
National Strategies for: Homeland Security, 
to Combat Weapons of Mass Destruction, to 
Secure Cyberspace, for the Physical Protec-
tion of Critical Infrastructure and Key Assets, 
and the National Drug Control Strategy. To-
gether these efforts establish critical goals for 
strengthening America’s security against the 
threats of the 21st century. 

The United States’ strategy for combating 
terrorism focuses on taking the fight to the 
terrorists themselves. We are using all ele-
ments of our national power and inter-
national influence to attack terror networks; 
reduce their ability to communicate and co-
ordinate their plans; isolate them from poten-
tial allies and from each other; and identify 
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and disrupt their plots before they attack. 
Our country works closely with every nation 
committed to this fight, and we will continue 
to help our allies and friends improve their 
ability to fight terror. 

The war against global terror will be hard 
and long. Today, terror cells exist on nearly 
every continent and in dozens of countries, 
including our own. Victory will depend on 
the courage, strength, and fortitude of Amer-
ica’s people and our partners around the 
world. It will be measured through the 
steady, patient work of dismantling terror 
networks and bringing terrorists to justice, 
oftentimes one by one. Our Nation is unalter-
ably committed to protecting our citizens, 
routing terror wherever it exists, and building 
a safer, better world of greater opportunity 
and freedom for all peoples. We will not rest 
until we succeed. 

NOTE: This statement was made available by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on February 14 but 
was embargoed for release until 4 p.m.

Statement on the National Strategy 
To Secure Cyberspace and the 
National Strategy for the Physical 
Protection of Critical Infrastructures 
and Key Assets 
February 14, 2003

The National Strategy to Secure Cyber-
space and the National Strategy for the Phys-
ical Protection of Critical Infrastructures and 
Key Assets will help us protect America from 
those who would do us harm, whether 
through physical destruction or by attacking 
our infrastructures through cyberspace. 

These strategies recognize that the major-
ity of our critical assets and infrastructures, 
such as those in the banking, telecommuni-
cations, energy, and transportation sectors, 
are privately owned and operated. The strat-
egies outline Federal efforts and State and 
local roles in securing the Nation’s critical 
infrastructures and identify opportunities for 
partnership with the private sector. The De-
partment of Homeland Security will take the 
lead in accomplishing many of the objectives 
of these strategies. Other departments and 
agencies also have important roles to play. 

I encourage everyone, government at all lev-
els, industry, and private citizens to continue 
to work together to make our Nation secure.

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

February 8
In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the 

President had an intelligence briefing. 

February 9
In the morning, the President traveled to 

White Sulphur Springs, WV, and in the after-
noon, he returned to Washington, DC. 

February 10
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings. He then had a 
telephone conversation with Prime Minister 
Anders Fogh Rasmussen of Denmark to 
thank him for his support for efforts to dis-
arm the Iraqi regime. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Nashville, TN, where, upon arrival, 
he met with volunteer Sherry Jean Williams. 
Later, at the Opryland Hotel, he participated 
in a roundtable discussion on his Faith-Based 
Initiative with participants of the Campus for 
Human Development program. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Reno L. Harnish to be Ambassador 
to Azerbaijan. 

February 11
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo of the Philippines to dis-
cuss President Arroyo’s April 2 state visit, co-
operation against terror, the situation in Iraq, 
and proposed legislation in the Philippines 
to combat money-laundering. He also had 
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